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Abstract

The concept of "Earth" occupies an important place in both sacred books — the Bible and
the Koran. It not only designates the physical space where people live, but also has a deep
spiritual and symbolic meaning. In this article, we will look at how the Earth is represented
in these texts, its role in the divine plan, and man's relationship to this planet.
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Introduction

In the Bible, the concept of "Earth™ occurs throughout the text and has different meanings:

The first chapter of the Book of Genesis describes the process of creation of the world. The earth
is created by God as part of His creative act. It is seen as the basis of life for all living things
(Genesis 1:1-31).

The concept of the promised land is a key element in the history of the Jewish people. The
Promised Land symbolizes not only physical space, but also the spiritual status that God promises
to His people (Exodus 3:8).

The Bible also emphasizes that the earth is a place of testing for man. He is called to care for it
and use its resources responsibly (Genesis 2:15).

The principle of caring for the land is reflected in the commandments of jubilee (Leviticus 25),
which speak of the need to give the land rest.

The Qur'an also emphasizes the concept of "Earth":

The Qur'an emphasizes that the earth is a manifestation of God's greatness. It was created with
wisdom to serve as a dwelling place for people (Qur'an 2:22).

There are many verses in the Qur'an that encourage believers to reflect on nature, its beauty and
order as signs of God's existence (Qur'an 3:190).

Like the Bible, the Qur'an teaches people to be the guardians of the earth. Humanity is responsible
for its conservation and the proper use of resources (Qur'an 6:165).

The concept of land also includes the idea that on the Day of Judgment everyone will be
responsible for their actions on earth (Qur'an 18:49).
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In the Bible, the earth is often referred to as the place of God's special presence and as the Promised
Land promised to Abraham and his descendants. This concept is closely related to the history of
Israel and its relationship with God.

In the Bible, the Promised Land is the territory promised to Abraham and his descendants,
corresponding to modern-day Israel, Palestinian territories, and parts of neighboring countries.
Holy Land: This term is also used to refer to Jerusalem and surrounding areas of special
significance to Christians and Jews.

Although the Bible does not directly describe the shape of the earth, some verses, such as those in
the Book of Job and the prophet Isaiah, can be interpreted as indicating the spherical shape of the
earth.

In the Qur'an, the earth is also seen as the creation of Allah, and its form is described in various
Verses.

The Quran mentions the spherical shape of the Earth, which was confirmed by scientific research
many centuries later.

The earth is seen as a place for people to live and as part of Allah's creation, emphasizing the
importance of its preservation and use in accordance with divine laws.

In the Book of Mormon, the Promised Land can refer to the American continent, which was
promised to faithful followers.

In Sikhism, the Earth is seen as a shrine created by God for human life and as part of an
interconnected system of nature.

The concept of "Earth™ in the holy books is often associated with the divine presence, promises,
and responsibility of people for the conservation and use of natural resources.

The concept of "Earth” in modern theological literature is used in various contexts, reflecting a
variety of approaches to understanding the role of the Earth in religious traditions. Let's look at a
few aspects of this use:

In modern theological literature, the environmental responsibility of believers is increasingly
discussed. The earth is seen as God's creation that requires care and preservation. This direction
emphasizes the importance of harmony between people and nature, based on biblical and other
religious texts that call for the responsible use of natural resources.

The concept of "soil" or "land" is also associated with ideas of national identity and cultural roots.
In the context of Russian philosophy and theology, this may include a discussion of the role of the
land as a symbol of national and spiritual heritage, as seen in the ideas of Dostoevsky and other
thinkers.

In the Orthodox tradition, the Earth can be considered as a place where the spiritual life of believers
takes place. Joy and gratitude for life on Earth are often associated with the awareness of the divine
presence and mercy.

In modern theological literature, the concept of "Earth" is also used in the context of interfaith
dialogue. For example, in Zoroastrianism, the Earth, like other natural elements, is considered
sacred and requires care and respect.

The concept of "Land" in the ideas of pochvennichestvo is closely related to the symbolism of the
national soil and cultural roots. Pochvennichestvo, as a literary and social movement, arose in
Russia in the middle of the 19th century and was aimed at preserving traditional Russian values




and cultural heritage. Let's look at several key aspects of the connection between the concept of
"Earth" and the ideas of pochvennichestvo:

In pochvennichestvo, land and soil are considered as symbols of national identity and cultural
roots. This is reflected in the ideas of F. M. Dostoevsky, who emphasized the importance of
returning to the folk soil and Orthodox culture as the basis of Russian nationality.

The concept of "Earth” in pochvennichestvo is also associated with the idea of nationality, which
includes the preservation of the cultural and spiritual traditions of the Russian people. Dostoevsky
and other pochvenniks saw in the people’s soil a source of moral and spiritual values that should
be preserved and passed on to future generations.

And in the consciousness of the Russian people, the land means the Motherland, which must be
defended and cherished. Land is soil, a substance with which a person needs to work, which needs
to be cultivated, which needs to be cared for; Plants are grown on the land for food and pleasure,
but working on the land is not always fun.

Pochvennichestvo emphasizes an organic worldview, viewing the world as a holistic organism
where the Earth and soil play a key role in sustaining life and cultural continuity. This worldview
is contrasted with the mechanistic and rationalistic approaches characteristic of Western
philosophy.

The idea of returning to national soil and cultural roots is central to pochvennichestvo. This is
expressed in the call of intellectuals to return to the people's truth and traditional values, which is
symbolically represented through the image of kissing the earth.

The concept of "Earth™ in Pochvennichestvo serves as a powerful symbol of national identity,
cultural heritage and spiritual values, emphasizing the importance of preserving traditional Russian
roots and continuity with the historical past.

In general, the concept of "Earth" in modern theological literature encompasses various aspects,
from environmental responsibility to spiritual and cultural meanings, reflecting a variety of
religious views on nature and human existence.

Conclusion

The concept of "Earth” is a central element in both the Bible and the Qur'an. Both sacred texts
emphasize the importance of caring for the earth as part of God's plan. They call on humanity to
realize its responsibility for the world around us and to use the gifts of nature wisely and with
respect.

Thus, the study of the concept of "Earth™ helps to better understand not only the religious teachings
of both texts, but also their impact on the environmental ethics of modern society.
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